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ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The 

A Letter from your Wardens 

Fall has gotten off to a busy start this year, as always. 

Everything seems to come at once! We bid a heartfelt 

good by to Father Mike Shafer, who has been with us 

for nearly a year. A special coffee hour was held Sep-

tember 21, with plenty of food and a picture cake with 

a picture of Father Mike front and center!  Many thanks to the Ottaway team for 

coordinating this celebration. Father Mike has become out good friend, and we 

hope to see him again before to long. 

We warmly welcome our new Interim, Father Robert “Bob” Flanagan. He 

began his duties here Wednesday, September 24th and held his first services on 

the 28th.  We are so glad to have him with us as he helps us transition to our next 

full time rector. He will be in the office on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 

about 10 to 2 and will welcome visitors, no appointment necessary. You may see 

his dog about, an aging golden retriever. 

Out chicken BBQ was a success, as usual, despite the weather. Take-outs did a 

booming business, and the inside cafeteria style service worked well. A huge 

thank you to Kay Mackey and Marilyn Kirchner, who chaired the event, along 

with scores of volunteers. The Sausage and Peppers trailer for Pleasant Valley 

Days was also successful, although the rain caused the event to be closed down 

for part of Saturday. Barb Rawls, Rick Harris and Nancy Adams spent hours 

over the course of the three days to make this event a success. Church School 

started again in September and adult Bible Study in October. The Mid Hudson 

Regional Council meets October 4 at Trinity Church, Saugerties. John Borchert 

will be our representative.  The Stewardship Campaign kicks off on October 12,

(see pg.3). CROP walk takes place on October 19,and the United Thank Offering 

fall ingathering is October 26. 

I will not say much about November except Terri and Bob Ghee will host a Pork 

Dinner November 1 and Liz Whitman and Debby Glynn will attend the Dioce-

san Convention, November 14-15.       

So many thanks as usual for all everyone does to make all these wonderful 

things happen. St. Paul’s is truly a special place.    Debby Glynn, Warden 
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Sunday Services 
 

Holy 
Eucharist 

 
8AM-Rite  I 

 
10AM-Rite II 
With music 

 
9:45AM– Sunday 

School 
 

Join us for fellow-
ship and refresh-

ments following the 
10 AM service 

 
Evening Prayer 
6 PM Fridays 

 
 
 
 

   TIME FOR THANKS 

Do not wait until Thanksgiving to give thanks!  If you are not using United 

Thank Offering (UTO) blue boxes, consider starting now by 

thanking God for his blessings every day. 

Families could have a UTO box on the table where (hopefully!)

they gather at least once a day for a  meal. Each family member 

could tell what they were thankful for that day and put a coin in the box. May 

each of us find many reasons to give thanks! This will be part of our upcoming 

Stewardship campaign. 

Our parish UTO fall ingathering is set for Sunday, October 26th at both ser-

vices. If you cannot be there, convert your saved coins to a check and send it 

MADE OUT TO “St. Paul’s Church” with UTO on the memo line. You can send 

it directly to the church (PO Box 1449) or to Marilyn Kirchner, 6 Talbot Drive, 

Pleasant Valley, NY 12569. If you bring your offering to church, there will be 

UTO envelopes that you can use for cash or checks. UTO blue boxes are avail-

able in the church vestibule or the Parish Hall or ask Marilyn Kirchner. 

Results of  September Fundraisers 
On September 12, 13 & 14 Pleasant Valley Days took place. St. Paul’s was 

there selling sausage and peppers, hot pretzels and hot dogs. After expenses the 

weekend cleared about $2500.  A local young man 

was the happy winner of the drawing for the Moun-

tain Bike.  The raffle brought in $229. 

 

We thank the Pleasant Valley Days Committee 

chaired by Johnny Dell, for their commitment to 

make this year’s festival a success. St. Paul’s very 

own Bill Kern was a major contributor to the week-

end’s success too. When you see  Bill be sure to 

thank him for all of his hard work. 

 

This year the trailer was manned for three days. We 

thank everyone involved. Many had also worked the BBQ. 

 

The Chicken BBQ held on Sept. 13th was also a great success thanks to the 

amazing outpouring of volunteers, participants and support from  our parish-

ioners and the community. We served 100 sit down dinners and 57 take outs 

for a  profit of $1321.87.  Success happened in spite of the rain on Saturday. 

 

These are  not just “fundraising events” but a way for us to carry out the mis-

sion of St. Paul’s Pleasant Valley. “St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is a Christian 

family of caring people who strive to support and nurture each other and their 

community through faith and the grace of God.” 
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A Letter from  the Interim Rector 

 
Welcome– Strength– Stewardship 

 
As an interim rector, I look forward to my arrival at a new church with great expectation. 

I’m beginning a new adventure of discovery, exploration, and joy.  Well, my arrival at St. 

Paul’s has met all of my expectations and more. You are a delightful group of dedicated 

Episcopalians, working diligently on behalf of the Church to spread the Good News of Christ in Pleasant 

Valley. 

 

You are a strong community of believers. Your strength comes from your love of God, which I immedi-

ately recognized in my first worship service with you. You love to sing and pray. Bravo! Your worship 

feeds your ministry, by which you help so many in this town, the region and the world. 

 

As members of St. Paul’s, we ask that you give not jut your time and talents, but your treasure, too. In 

considering your pledge this year, I hope you consider the following. A time of transition from one rector 

to another is filled with hope and perhaps, concern about the future. However if we look to the letters of 

St. Paul from the New Testament, we see that times of change and transition are also about growth. It’s a 

time to create wonderful blessings. In order for St. Paul’s to be fully ready for your next rector, it needs 

your financial support to help attract the best leader, and so it can widely serve the Pleasant Valley com-

munity and beyond. 

 

St. Paul’s is one of the special places in this town. Its work matters not just on a physical level, but a spiri-

tual one as well. These days, so many people are spiritually lost and afraid.  The world is seemingly out of 

control, but we know it’s not. We know that God is in control and at work.  Sure, evil exists in the world, 

but good does, too. And good will win out. You can help good win in this area through your support of  

St. Paul’s stewardship drive. 

 

It’s my privilege to serve you until you call your next rector. I’m looking forward to getting to know you 

better and seeing how God is moving in your lives.   Father Bob   

CROP WALK– October 12th 
 

By now you have already received inserts in  your bulletins and seen posters in 

the parish hall as a reminder of the  Crop Walk for hunger.  So far the following 

parishioners have signed up to do the walk and to collect donations.  Ellen 

Towers, Debby &Fred Glynn, Roger & Nancy Tumbarello, Linda Harris, 

and Marilyn Kirchner. Gloria Ghedini is away but is usually an enthusiastic participant.  Donations can be 

made to any of the above. The walk takes place October 19th. God has painted Dutchess County with his 

amazing paintbrush this time of the year.  I can’t think of a better way to say “thank you Lord” than by 

feeding those less fortunate, and being rewarded by viewing the living canvas. 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church is a Christian 

family of caring         

people who strive to  

support and nurture 

each other and             

their community  

through faith and the 

grace of God.  

A Tribute to the Wetzel family 
Recently, Laura Wetzel, gave a generous bequest in memory of her husband 

Michael and his parents Joan and Al Wetzel. In doing so Laura carried out 

Michael’s wishes in this act of love for St. Paul’s parish and the Wetzel fam-

ily. 

Al Wetzel was a Sunday School Superintendent when his children Michael, 

Patti and Julie were young. His wife Joan was a member of the Altar Guild 

and Vestry and participated in all fellowship activities. Joan always stepped to 

the plate to help when asked to do so. 

 

Michael loved the fellowship activities especially our parish dinners and the 

sausage and pepper trailer that was run during Pleasant Valley Weekend.  

 

A portion of the bequest has been used for a new refrigerator and new win-

dows for the parish hall. This past winter the furnace in the church finally 

reached old age and did not function on a regular basis. Due to ice and snow 

falling from the roof of the Church there was damage to the air conditioner. A 

new furnace and heat pump was installed, with the approval of the vestry. The 

work was completed over the summer thanks to funds from the bequest. 

 

Michael was dedicated to the Pleasant Valley Fire Company and when it was 

suggested by the Vestry that we should look into buying a defibrillator Laura 

agreed that Michael would be proud to have us use a portion of the bequest 

fund to purchase this item. That was accomplished in August and many of our 

parishioners are taking a course in CPR and instructions on using the defibril-

lator. Michael would be glad to know that someday his generosity may save a 

life. 

In addition two thousand dollars has been set aside for Youth Group activi-

ties. 

The people of St. Paul’s humbly thank Laura Wetzel for her generosity and 

we pray that she will continue to worship with us surround by happy memo-

ries of Michael and his family. 

Immortality Iris Story 

 

Last fall when the Ottaways visited their dentist they were delighted to see 

dozen of iris blooming in the yard, but never 

saw one blooming in the fall. We remarked 

how beautiful they looked, and the dentist 

fetched his shovel and dug one up for us.  We 

do not have great success with iris so offered it 

to Ellen Kutner, who is a Cooperative Exten-

sion Master Gardener, and volunteer gardener 

at St. Paul’s. She accepted it and planted it 

near the columbarium. When we asked if fall 

blooming iris were unusual. She researched it 

and called back later and said, “You’re not going to believe this. It is a special 

variety that blooms twice a year and is called Immortality” 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
OCTOBER 

1.  Erin Sommerville 
 Aleshia Hampton 
 Toni Howell 
 Christopher (CJ) Adams 
2.  Bill Kirchner 
3.  Katrina Kern 
 Sebastian Haight 
5.  Bill & Marilyn Kirchner 
 Karl & Lesley Sprauer 
7.  Skyler Case 
 Regan Macak 
8.  John Gruner 
 Rober & Nancy Tumbarello 
 Fritz & Nancy Lutz 
11.  Jeff & Ellen Kutner 
 Heather & Kevin Blatz 
17.  Hudson Case 
21.  Robert & Terri Ghee 
26. Campbell Macak 
 Robert McCarthy 
30.  Jaxson Markowitz 
31.  Terri Ghee 

FALL SCHEDULE FOR ST. PAUL’S 2014 
Oct. 4  Mid Hudson Regional Council 
Oct. 12  The Stewardship kickoff –see article 
   
Oct. 13  Vestry Meeting 7pm Committees meet 6:30 
  
Oct. 19  Crop Walk– see info in bulletin and posted   
Oct. 26  United Thank Offering, Fall ingathering. 
 
Nov. 1  Pork Dinner 
Nov 10  Vestry Meeting 7pm Committees meet  
  6:30 
Nov. 14-15 Diocesan Convention. 
Nov. 15 Craft Fair 
Nov. ?  Fall clean-up . Date to be announced. 
 
Dec. 8  Vestry Meeting 
Dec. 21 Christmas Pageant & Greening of the Church 
  with soup & sandwich lunch to follow 
________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 
October 19 Concert at PV Presbyterian Church 3pm to  
  Benefit the PV Food Pantry. See  poster 
Nov. 13 Father Richard Witt will speak on the Rural  
  and Migrant Ministry at 7pm at Unitarian  
  Fellowship Center. 
 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
 

It is in giving that we receive 

 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 

 

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
From a prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

We had a surprise visit from a past parishioner Frank Munzer, who moved to New York about a year ago.  

He served here many years as a Eucharist Minister and Lector at the 8 am worship service.  He wrote re-

cently that he would like us to send him his certificate entitling him to continue as a Eucharistic Minister. He 

had gotten everything in order and now will be serving at St. John the  Divine. All best wishes to you, Frank 
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