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COMINGS AND GOINGS
At St. Paul’s Church

I probably should call this ‘goings and comings’ to get the
sequence straight. We have been in transition for a very long
time. I don’t think any of us imagined how long it would be
when Mother Ellen O’Hara retired as of December 1, 2012.
At first if was scary but exciting, getting the bulletins typed
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Then, as things settled down, transition became the new normal. We found a host
of people willing to do the work of the parish, which seemed to go along fairly
smoothly. We were most ably assisted by two long term supply priests, first The
Rev. Deborah Dresser, who among other things helped to bring the Epistle up to
date. She was followed by Father Mike Shafer who was with us for the better part
of a year. His steady presence and kind pastoral care was a blessing. We thought
we would be fine until the Search Committee completed its work.
But then we were hit with disappointing news. Our first round with the search
process was unsuccessful. We had now been in transition for about a year and a
half. I felt we were ready to move on, but where and how? The Search Committee
went back to work with no complaints, although they must have been exhausted by
the amount of work. I think we were all beginning to flag at this point at least I
know I was.
At this juncture, it was strongly suggested by Canon Deborah Tammearu that we
seek a half time Interim, as we did not know how much longer we would be without a rector. We were extremely fortunate to hire the Rev. Robert Flanagan in September of 2014. He brought his wisdom, compassion and wonderful sense of humor to the process of preparing us for our next Rector, whenever that was to be.
As it happened, 8 months later we were able to call the Rev. Megan Sanders as our
next full time priest. Transitions by their very nature represent change. While we
were sad to say farewell to Fr.Bob and all he had done for us, we are also
(see page 2)
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joyful to welcome Mother Megan to our midst. She will bring light and energy to
our congregation, and we are blessed to have her.
I would like to add at this point that it has been a revelation to work with a group of
people so dedicated to seeing us through this long period of uncertainty with such
good spirit. May we continue in this vein as we welcome Mother Megan into our
parish.
Debby Glynn, Sr.Warden
_________________________________________________________________________

OUTREACH
Book Drive for Macedonia

Sunday Services
Holy
Eucharist
8AM-Rite I

Micha Brown from Traver Road Elementary School invited us at St. Paul’s to participate in a book drive to support Katie Burk, a Peace Corps volunteer in Macedonia. Katie is a graduate of the Arlington School District and a native of Pleasant
Valley. She is asking for ‘gently used’ or new books appropriate for those grades to
build libraries in schools where she works.
We have accepted the challenge and have placed boxes to collect the books in the
vestibule of the church and in the Parish Hall. We will be collecting books until
May 8th.

Carpenter’s Kids
We have been supporting children in Tanzania for the last 10 years. We
are sending our last check as we speak. It has been a wonderful experience for so many of us. Several parishioners were able to visit the pro9:45AM– Sunday gram in Africa: Pat Malin and her daughter, Frank Munzer, and our recSchool
tor at the time, Ellen O’Hara. As the program comes to an end, we wish
all the children the best in their future lives.
Join us for fellow- _________________________________________________________
ship and refreshMEMORIAL DAY
ments following the
Monday, May 25th

10AM-Rite II
With music

10 AM service

Evening Prayer
6 PM Fridays
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THIS AND THAT
We said a fond farewell to Father Bob Flanagan on April 26 We have enjoyed and profited from him and
his wife Laney’s time with us. We will miss them both and also their dog Libby, who often joined us for
Bible study on Tuesdays. A lovely spread in their honor was organized by Ginny Johnson and Nancy
Adams.
We thank all the people who contributed.

Ginny also organized the Holiday Lunch (which will be renamed for the future) held at Copperfield’s on April 19.
There was a large group of us who attended, including some stalwart men. It was a good time for all.
Our annual Mother’s Day Tag/Bake/Plant sale is coming up May 8-9. The Tag Sale, organized by Ellen Kutner
runs both days, starting Friday afternoon; the Plant Sale headed by Barb Rawls, and baked goods chaired by Terri
Ghee will open at 9 Saturday morning. Details in this issue.
Coming up next month (June 6) is Lobsterfest, run by Barb Rawls. Details are in this issue of the Epistle. Work up
a seafood appetite! Steak will be available for those who prefer.
Watch for an addition to the large blue sign out front of the church, which will add Sunday service times. It should
be along any day.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Day
May 10th

Wishing you God’s unending
favor, kindness and love this

Mother’s Day
And always
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MAY HAPPENINGS
May 1
May 3
May 8-9
May 10

Mother Megan start date
Morning Prayer
Mothers Day Plant/Bake/Tag Sale
Mother Megan Sander’s first services. Reception following
10 a.m. service.
May 11
Vestry meeting 7pm. Committee meeting 6:30
———————————————————————————————

St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church is a Christian
family of caring
people who strive to
support and nurture
each other and
their community

ST. PAUL’S ANNUAL PLANT, YARD AND BAKE SALE
Corner of Traver Rd. and Rte. 44
Friday and Saturday
May 8 & 9, 2015
Tag Sale (Inside Parish Hall)
Friday May 8, 2015
11AM to 7PM
Saturday May 9
9AM to 2PM
Plant Sale-Friday May8
4PM to 7PM
(Annuals and Hanging Baskets Only)
Saturday May 9th 9AM to 2PM
(All Annuals & Nursery Stock)
Bake Sale (Inside Parish Hall)
Saturday May 9, 2015
9AM to 2PM

through faith and the
grace of God.

_______________________________________________
JUNE PREVIEW
Lobsterfest
St.Paul’s Pleasant Valley
June 6, 2015
5PM to 7PM
LOBSTER or STEAK- $25.00
1 Doz. Clams $8.00
Reservations required– call 845-635-8517
Please contact Barb Rawls if you are able to
help her with this dinner.
Dinner includes cole slaw, corn, rolls, drinks
and dessert
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
MAY
1.
2.
6.
7.
10.
11.
13.
14.
15.
16.
18.
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19.
20.
21.
23.
24.
26.
28.
30.

Charlotte Jones
Patrick Gallo
Joseph & Heather DiNardo
Anniversary
Ellen Kutner
Brady Battistoni
Dorothy Norton
Scott McCanlis
Shirley Teal
Marsha Knechtel
Bradley & Candice Haight
Anniversary
Kay Saderholm
Gordon & Janet McCanlis
Anniversary
Gordon McCanlis
Dara Lynn Battistoni
Ellen Youssef

Labors of Love
This column will focus on all the different ways that the laity (which just means all of us
who are not ordained) contribute to St. Paul’s church. There is a wonderful variety of
gifts of time, talent and treasure given to the welfare of our parish!
Can you guess how many lay people are involved in specific ministries on a given Sunday? First and most important of course is everyone attending and worshipping together.
Added to that are the Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Acolytes, Crucifer, Altar
Guild, Sunday School teachers, Vestry Counters, Hospitality teams and a ride home for
the organist…….all together, on most Sundays, at least 19 people are performing various
important tasks! Then there are people who work in the office, in the Thrift Shop, who
tend our grounds & gardens, who work so energetically on all our various fund-raising
projects, and who serve on the Vestry and as Wardens…….are you exhausted just from
reading this list?
One of the best things about being a small congregation like ours is that every person’s
contribution is definitely important. We worship together, sing and pray together, look out
for each other and work together.
My next columns will tell more about these particular ways to serve and who to talk to if
you are interested in some new way to be involved. Stay tuned……..Liz

