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Each year at this time, across the nation, every congregation in the Episcopal Church gathers to meet. While some might see this as a chore and others
consider skipping church on the Sunday of the annual meeting, most come to
church knowing that the annual meeting plays a vital role in the life of the parish and the Episcopal Church as a whole.
William White, who some consider the father of the Episcopal Church,
argued in The Case of The Episcopal Churches in the United States considered
that the church is to gather regularly. Every three years for General Convention
and every year for diocesan conventions and parish annual meetings. He felt the
regular, orderly pattern of coming together provided the church with vitality
and vibrancy.
The purpose of the annual meeting is more than to conduct the business
of the church. Such gatherings prevent the scattering of the faithful and express
the purposes of the local church. We gather not simply to elect leaders, but also
to hold the church’s leaders and ourselves accountable. This checking in process provides an immediate affirmation of the parish’s mission and marks for
future generations the expression of our faith in our time. Regular meetings are
a hallmark of the Episcopal Church, by which we demonstrate that local Christians can govern themselves and, with the help of the Holy Spirit, discover
God’s purpose for the parish.
With these thoughts in mind, I invite you to this year’s annual meeting,
to be held on Sunday, February 8. You will vote for new leaders, who with
those continuing in leadership roles will direct the mission of St. Paul’s Church
in 2015. They will work with your new priest. Together they will lead, support,
and inspire you to deepen your life in Christ and express your love for Jesus and
God by serving those in need in Pleasant Valley and beyond.
Exciting things are happening at St. Paul’s Church. Your participation at
the annual meeting will show your support for the parish, its leaders, and Christ.
I look forward to seeing you. Listen for the bells!
Father Bob
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Sunday Services
Holy
Eucharist
8AM-Rite I
10AM-Rite II
With music
9:45AM– Sunday
School
Join us for fellowship and refreshments following the
10 AM service
Evening Prayer
6 PM Fridays

Mark your calendarFeb. 8th– St. Paul’s Annual Meeting and election follows the 10
a.m. worship service. The meeting will follow one of our delicious
pot luck luncheons. For those who have been unable to come to
church it is hoped you will join your fellow parishioners for this special occasion. Father Bob will be here for those of you who have not
had the opportunity to meet him or to get to know him.
The nominating committee was comprised as follows: Debby
Glynn, chair and warden; vestry member Donato Caferra; members
of the congregation at large: Esther Ottaway, Nancy Tumbarello.
The Committee proposes the following slate:
Warden: Nancy Lutz has served one 2 year term and has asked to
step down. Roger Tumbarello has agreed to run for his first 2year term as Warden.
Vestry class of 2015: Vestry member Terri Ghee has served two 3
year terms and must step down for a period of at least one year.
Vestry member Roger Tumbarello has served one 3 year term and
has consented to run for warden
The nominating committee proposes three new members for the
class of 2018, each serving her first term:
Nancy Adams; Amanda Evans; Kay Saderholm
Vestry class of 2016: Vestry member Lesley Sprauer has one remaining year of her term and has asked to step down.
The nominating committee proposes Nancy Tompkins to a 1
year term class of 2016.
Nominations from the floor may be made at the meeting Feb. 8th.
A short vestry meeting follows the Annual Meeting.
*************************************
WINTER BLUES DINNER– Feb. 14th.(Valentine’s Day)
Social hour 6-7 p.m. followed by the dinner.
Barbara Rawls will present a “Winter Blues” dinner. This dinner is
not a fund raiser but a time for members of the St. Paul’s family to
get together over a meal that would put a “high end” restaurant to
shame.
MENU
Social hour– beer,wine,soda & water– with various hors d’oeuvres
Appetizer– Wild mushroom (if available) or mushroom soup
Dinner– choice of Red Snapper with Citrus Cream or Cornish Game
Hen with double cranberry & thyme sauce, wild rice, asparagus,
rolls. Dessert-crepes, coffee or tea. Price will be $25.00 per person.
RESERVATIONS– Barb at home 635-8517, cell 845-505--0048
E-mail barbara.rawls@verizon.net
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The Season of Epiphany
We are in the season of Epiphany when Almighty God sent his Son
our Saviour Jesus Christ to be the light of the world. Grant that thy
people, illuminated by the Word and Sacraments, may shine with the
radiance of Christ’s glory.
BCP
******************************************************

The Season of Lent begins Wednesday February 18th
ASH WEDNESDAY
Feb.18th at Noontime– The liturgy of Ash Wednesday with celebration
of the eucharist , hymns and distribution of ashes will be led by Father
Flanagan.
7p.m.- The liturgy of Ash Wednesday with distribution of ashes will be
led by Liz Whitman and Kay Mackey, Eucharistic Ministers.
*********************************************************
March 14th 4:30-7 p.m.-Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Even though Lent is considered to be a season of fasting and reflection it has long been accepted
that in honor of St .Patrick a relaxation of the fast can take place. We therefore invite you to attend this
annual event. Chairpersons are Terri and Bob Ghee. Our usual menu includes Corned Beef & Cabbage,
homemade Irish Soda Bread and other traditional foods. Watch for more information.
A Silent Auction will be held during this dinner. Watch for further information in the March newsletter.
***********************************************************************
BIBLE STUDY– Tuesdays 1 to 2:30 p.m. with Father Bob is ongoing. You may drop in at any session
and leave early if needed. We are happy to fill you in on the topic we are addressing. We are beginning a
study of sermons given by leaders of the Episcopal Church in prior centuries. This will run through the
Lenten season. All are welcome to join. Bring your lunch. Water is served.
SUNDAY DISCUSSION GROUP– following coffee hour. We try to gather in the Sepe Room around
11:30 (bringing our coffee and snacks from coffee hour) to discuss the readings and /or sermon from the
Sunday service. The session usually ends by noontime.
*******************************************************************

The Ladies and (Mens) Brunch has been postponed until April– more information to follow
********************************************************
On Feb. 17th 5-7 p.m.– Shrove Tuesday, an all you can eat pancake dinner will be served at the
Pleasant Valley Methodist Church, 92 Martin Road. Pleasant Valley. Buffet includes pancakes, sausages,
scrambled eggs and dessert. Adults $6. Children &Seniors $5.
For more information call Antoinetta @ 845-656-5351 or Nancy @ 845-452-2962.

*******************************************************
SEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT– Pray for the Vestry who will be interviewing possible
candidates to be our new Rector.
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Reflection on the Christmas Season
The amazing people of St Paul’s again have demonstrated the true meaning
of Christ’s birth. Just as the Wise Men brought gifts to Jesus, the friends and
members of St. Paul’s also gave gifts to their community. Every Sunday the
area in front of the altar was loaded with bags of groceries brought up during
the Offertory to be donated to the Pleasant Valley Ecumenical Food Pantry.
In addition money was given so people could have fresh meat, butter, etc.
to celebrate with a Christmas dinner. Volunteers from St. Paul’s worked
overtime to distribute those gifts. In addition there were many donations of
new toys to the Rural and Migrant Ministry. The Community Coat Drive received a record number of coats from St. Paul’s Thrift Shop as well as those
coats donated by our members. Volunteers made sure all the gifts went to the
right places. The volunteers all know who they are and that they are appreciated by all of us.

St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church is a Christian
family of caring
people who strive to
support and nurture
each other and
their community
through faith and the
grace of God.

We were not the only people who gave gifts. St. Paul’s Church was the recipient of a hand made stable to house lighted figures of Mary, Joseph and
the baby Jesus. The stable was placed near the Christmas tree in front of the
Church and lighted so the community could enjoy a symbol of this wonderous event. The gift was given by Amanda Evans father and we thank him
with all our hearts.
Our Sunday school children decorated the bulletin board in the parish hall
with pictures of candles that represented the Advent candles. They also
decorated the Jesse Tree which graced a special place near the altar rail. Everyone involved in donating to and decorating the Church for the Christmas
season did a great job.
The Church was filled with people on Christmas Eve as Alice, our beloved
and extremely talented organist, provided the music for a carol sing-a-long.
The worship service concluded with the lights being turned down and everyone singing Silent Night. It was a Holy
Night.
Kay Mackey, your editor

Photo of the lighted stable and Holy Family
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FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARY

6. Laurie Colgan
6. Gerald& Esther Ottaway
12. Mark Schneider
14. Judy Buechele
17. Heather Adams
20. Rachel Hixon
21. Amanda Evans
22. Barbara Bedder
24. Mary Ottaway DeJong
Sally Ottaway Glick
Christopher Dyson
26. Skylar Alexis Macak
27. Mary Ann Page
28. Christine Englehardt
Linda Hixon
*************************************************************************************

WORDS OF WISDOM
“Some visitors to Calcutta asked me to tell them something that would be
useful for them to lead their lives in a more profitable way. I answered,
‘Smile at each other. Smile at your wives, at your husbands, at your children, at all. Let mutual love for others grow each day in all of you.’ “
Mother Theresa
Heart of Joy

“………..the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness……………….”
Galatians 5:22

